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$800,000 more in 2004!
At a press conference on
June 15, 2004 the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) awarded the Johnstown
Redevelopment Authority
$800,000 in brownfield assessment and cleanup funds
through the EPA’s highly competitive Brownfields Revitalization Program. The Redevelopment Authority was one of
219 organizations nationwide
that received EPA Assessment and Cleanup Grants.
Out of the 265 grants awarded
nationally, the Redevelopment
Authority was granted full
funding for all four applications
submitted.
The Authority received an
Assessment Grant of
$200,000 and three Cleanup
Grants of $200,000 each for
use at its brownfield project
sites. Assessment monies will
be used for properties surrounding the Cambria Iron
Works, including the Rosedale
Keystone Opportunity Zone
(KOZ). Cleanup Grant monies

will be used for remediation
activities at the Electric Storage Building and historic
Blacksmith Shop at the Iron
Works.
Cleanup funds will
also be used at the vacant
ground surrounding the historic
Iron Works Complex.
During the press conference EPA Region III Chief of
Staff, Richard Kampf said,
“Restoring brownfields to production carries with it economic benefit.” This is echoed
in the Redevelopment Authority’s strategic reuse of brownfields to promote economic
development in the Johnstown
community. This infusion of
funds will allow the Authority
and its partners to continue
working to revitalize the Johnstown economy while restoring
the environment.
“We are very honored to
receive continued funding from
such a competitive program,”
Ronald Repak, Executive Director of the Redevelopment

Award Check Presentation June 15, 2004. Pictured Left to right: Mayor Donato
Zucco, City of Johnstown; Chairman Ernest Wadsworth, JRA; Deborah Walter,
JRA; Ronald Repak, JRA; Richard Kampf, US EPA; Ken Bowman, PA DEP; and
Eugene DePasquale, PA DEP.

Authority said. “It is a testament to the fact that we continually meet the goals we
have set and we look forward
to a continued partnership with
the EPA as we revitalize the
City of Johnstown.”
The benefits of brownfield

revitalization can be felt across
the region. As old industrial
sites are being restored, development pressures are being
relieved at outlying Greenfield
sites. For every acre of brownfield restored, three acres of
greenfields are preserved.

JRA Thanks Volunteers for Greenway Cleanup

Pedestrians enjoying a stroll on a rare
sunny day in Downtown Johnstown.

The Redevelopment Authority staff would like to thank the
community members, Johnstown Area Heritage Association
staff, and Pennsylvania Mountain Service Corps AmeriCorps
Members that came out to
cleanup and weed the new
Johnstown Urban Greenway
Iron Street Trail. Your hard
work is much appreciated and

we thank you for helping to
keep our City beautiful and
clean.
The 0.7-mile trail, adjacent
to the new Folkfest site, has
been open to the public since
January, 2004. Plans are underway to restore the Pedestrian Footbridge at the Cambria
Iron Works end of the trail.
When complete, the footbridge

will offer safe pedestrian access to Cambria City from the
downtown, and allow for the
extension of the Johnstown
Urban Greenway into the west
end of Johnstown.
Next time you’re in Downtown stop and check out the
trail!
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National Park Service Representatives Preserving Blacksmith Shop
The Blacksmith Shop, crown jewel of
the Cambria Iron Works Complex, is the
site of much activity these days. The most
unique building in the Complex, this circular, 1864 structure, is currently receiving
critical preservation attention thanks to the
assistance of two historic preservation
agency grants from the Pennsylvania Historic & Museum Commission and the National Park Service. To ensure the success of the preservation efforts, the Park
Service has provided a skilled craftsman
with local ties, whose assistance was
funded through a joint effort of the Johnstown Redevelopment Authority and the
Johnstown Area Heritage Association.
Dominic DeRubis of Ebensburg is an
employee of the National Park Service
Historic Preservation Training Center.
DeRubis, formerly a local mason, now
works out of Frederick, Maryland. As a
lead mason, DeRubis trains other masons
the art of preservation.
“I have worked on hundreds and hundreds of historical sites”, says DeRubis. It
is easy to tell that he truly enjoys his work
by the way he talks. His travels all over
the U.S., from the Hawaiian Islands to the
Florida Keys, are as a result of his work
with State and National Parks, and cities
on historic preservation projects. He has
worked at many nationally important landmarks including the Jefferson and Lincoln
Memorials, and the White House.
DeRubis has now traveled home to help
preserve one of Johnstown’s most prominent landmark buildings, the National Historic Landmark Blacksmith Shop at the
Cambria Iron Works Complex.
The National Park Service has been
working with the Johnstown Redevelopment Authority in preserving the Blacksmith Shop to help realize the local vision

Pictured above: Bricklayers from J. C. Orr & Son repointing
an exterior wall of the historic Cambria Iron Blacksmith
Shop.
Pictured left: View of restored cupola and completed
masonry.

of transforming the Blacksmith Shop at
the former steel mill, into a fully functioning smithy and visitor center.
DeRubis spent three and a half weeks
at the Blacksmith Shop with local masons
teaching proper techniques for repointing
using the original lime-based mortar. In
keeping with the goal of preservation the
lime-based mortar, so rare it must be
imported from France, is used for repointing rather than modern cement. Under
the supervision of DeRubis, local masons
are in the process of stabilizing the Shop
in order to preserve it. “We are preserving the building, not restoring it; there is a
big
difference”,
DeRubis
said.
“Restoration is making something pretty,
preservation is not.”
Although DeRubis is now on another
job, he still visits the masons at the Blacksmith Shop to check on their progress.
When asked how he felt about the Black-

smith Shop and of the activity taking place
there, he said, “I visited the site 15 years
ago, and I hoped I would get the job someday”. He went on to say that the historical
Blacksmith Shop is worth every penny it
takes to preserve it and was glad the Redevelopment Authority accepted the challenge. If unprotected, this historic structure would fall to the ground. DeRubis
also mentioned that the Blacksmith Shop
is unique in comparison to the other buildings of the Cambria Iron Works. With a
smile he said, “It’s a beautiful building.”

For information about other national historic
sites visit the National Park Service Links to
the Past online at www.cr.nps.gov

JRA Purchases Sewage Treatment System
After managing and operating the
Johnstown Sewage Treatment System on
behalf of the City of Johnstown for over a
decade, the Redevelopment Authority
recently purchased the system. Johnstown City Council approved the transfer
on September 13, 2004 and the Authority
took ownership on October 1, 2004.
As a condition of sale, the Authority
has pledged to maintain current rates for
the next three years. Transfer of the system generated $8 million in added capital
revenue for the City which will be used to

offset lost revenues received from the expiring Commuter Tax. The City plans to
invest proceeds from the sale of the System, with annual interest used for capital
improvements throughout the City.
To take a Virtual Tour of the Johnstown
Sewage Treatment System visit:
Pictured Above: The Pure Oxygen Reactor at Dornick
Point Sewage Treatment Plant.

www.johnstown-redevelopment.org/
plant.htm
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KOZ in the Spotlight Flood City Brass & Electric
A Keystone Opportunity Zone (KOZ) is
an economic development tool created by
the State to stimulate private investment.
Under KOZ status, tax-relief is granted for
up to 12-years in an effort to promote
investment and establish a foundation for
economic growth in Pennsylvania’s communities.
The Greater Johnstown Region has
eight Opportunity Zones including: Hudson Street School, Coopersdale School,
Franklin High School, Cypress Avenue
School, Rosedale, CSX Rail Yard, Triangle Brick, and Flood City Brass & Electric.
The KOZ in the Spotlight for this edition is Flood City Brass & Electric.
Currently owned by the Johnstown
Redevelopment Authority, Flood City
Brass & Electric is strategically located
within the Hornerstown Industrial Park.
This former foundry has 10,000 sq. ft. of
solid industrial space with adjacent and
on-site parking. The property is Zoned
M-1 Manufacturing and is an attractive

venue for light industry or manufacturing.
All utilities are present at the site and direct
access to rail transportation as well as
State Routes 56 and 403 is available.
In addition to its KOZ status, the property is part of the City of Johnstown’s Enterprise Zone. This designation qualifies
potential site occupants for certain tax incentives and low interest loans.
Recently, the Johnstown Redevelopment Authority completed environmental
cleanup activities and secured a Release
of Liability under the PA Act 2 Program.
This release certifies that the site has been
cleaned up to specified environmental
standards, and that future owners or tenants are not responsible for pollution that
occurred prior to issuance of the Release.

Pictured Above: Flood City Brass & Electric before
demolition. Pictured Below: Flood City Brass &
Electric After demolition.

To learn more about the Flood City
Brass & Electric KOZ, please contact the
Johnstown Redevelopment Authority or
visit our KOZ web site at www.johnstownredevelopment.org/KOZ.htm

JRA Pushes Forward: Cambria Iron Works Site Update
The JRA continues to “keep on trucking” in its efforts to revitalize and reuse
the Cambria Iron Lower Works complex.
The Cambria Iron and Steel National
Historic Landmark site, the only American
steel mill to receive this prestigious designation, is home to the Machine and Carpenter Shops as well as the historic
Blacksmith Shop and Mechanical Office
Building. These structures are key components of the EPA-sponsored Brownfields Redevelopment Program undertaken by the Authority. One of the main
goals of the Authority’s brownfield program has been to help restore economic
vitality to the financially distressed Johnstown community through environmental
cleanup and reuse of key former industrial and manufacturing buildings and
properties.
Through environmental cleanup these
otherwise derelict sites are made available for new business and industry while
improving community and environmental
health. This can best be seen at the
Cambria Iron Works site. According to
the Redevelopment Authority’s Executive
Director Ronald Repak, “The Cambria
Iron Works redevelopment project is vital
to the Johnstown community. Through

our many partnerships with local, state,
and federal agencies and organizations we
have been able to employ a reuse strategy
the cleans up the environment at this site
while making way for industrial, commercial, and heritage tourism economic development.”
Through environmental remediation
and preservation activities at the Iron
Works the Carpenter and Machine Shops
have been restored. All repairs were
made in compliance with the Secretary of
the Interior’s Historic Preservation Standards while meeting environmental
cleanup standards of both the U.S. EPA

Through the Brownfields Redevelopment
Program, the JRA has been able to preserve the
past while making way for Johnstown’s future.

and the PA DEP.
One of the final steps in renewal plans
for this important site is to locate new and
expanding businesses in these revitalized
historic industrial buildings. Plans call for
the large Machine Shop to house three
tenants, and for the adjacent Carpenter

Shop to house one tenant.
The first tenant to locate in the Machine Shop will be Bird Manufacturing and
Supply. This Johnstown-based business
outgrew its current facility and will be relocating a portion of their business to the
Machine Shop. Additional tenants are
soon to be announced. Quality Refinishing and Supply, also a Johnstown-based
business has signed a Lease Agreement
with the Authority to occupy the Carpenter
Shop. Quality Refinishing operates a furniture repair and refinishing business.
The Authority has also leased the Mechanical Office building to Johnstown
Welding and Fabrication, Inc. (JWFI).
JWFI has leased this building for use as
additional office support space for their
manufacturing facility adjacent to the
Cambria Iron Works Complex.
The Authority has performed environmental assessment work at the historic
Blacksmith Shop, and has undertaken
emergency stabilization work in order to
make the 1864 structure weather tight
prior to planned remediation. The JRA
along with JAHA and other community
partners are working to transform the
Blacksmith Shop into a tourist friendly fully
functioning smithy.
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Recycling Real Estate into Investment Opportunities
Brownfields are defined as “abandoned, idled, or under-used industrial and commercial facilities where expansion or redevelopment is complicated by real or perceived environmental contamination.” Brownfield properties translate into investment opportunities for buyers and sellers alike.
The Johnstown Redevelopment Authority can assist in your efforts to cleanup and reuse these brownfield properties. If you
own a brownfield property and are interested in more information about this topic please contact:

Deborah Walter
Johnstown Redevelopment Authority
4th Floor Public Safety Building
401Washington Street
Johnstown, PA 15901
Phone: 814.535.6564 Fax: 814.535.6567
E-mail: dmw@ctcnet.net

DEP Awards JRA $37,114 for Stream Assessment, Restoration Plan
On Wednesday November 17, 2004
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Deputy Secretary of Mineral Resources Management,
J. Scott Roberts, presented a $37,114
Growing Greener Grant to the Johnstown
Redevelopment Authority to assess the
Solomon Run abandoned mine drainage
discharge and to develop a restoration
plan for the stream administered by the
Authority that runs through Solomon Run
Homes.
Solomon Run Homes, located in
Stonycreek Township, is a low-income
housing project. The area has been identified as an Environmental Justice Community, which is a community that has a
30% or more minority population or has a
20% or more low-income population.
“This is a perfect example of how the
Department can address pressing environmental issues while improving the
quality of life for Pennsylvanians,” Roberts said.
The DEP received nearly 450 applica-

tions for watershed restoration and protection projects. The Redevelopment Authority’s $37,114 grant was among $5.5 million awarded by the Department November 4, 2004, to help local conservation
organizations finance continuing efforts to
clean up watersheds, enhance environmental protection and revitalize communities across Pennsylvania.

tify a treatment method, including a complete preliminary engineering design illustrating system layout, site access and estimated construction costs.

“Local efforts are essential to the
Growing Greener partnership and vital to
watershed conservation. We need to continue to provide investments in projects
that can help us achieve success in cleaning up the environment and revitalizing our
communities,” stated Roberts.
The Redevelopment Authority will use
the Growing Greener Grant to assess the
quality and quantity of the Solomon Run
discharge. In so doing, the Authority will
determine current and potential future
impacts to the flood-control structures and
water quality in Stonycreek River. Growing Greener funding will also allow for the
development of a restoration plan to iden-

Pictured Above: Ronald Repak, Executive Director of
the Johnstown Redevelopment Authority speaking with
DEP Deputy Secretary Scott Roberts.

For information about the Growing Greener
Program visit: www.dep.state.pa.us
Keyword: “Growing Greener”

