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About
"Kindred Spirit" ...

This is the first publicalion of a semi-
annual newsleller in which we plan
to bring 1o you newsy bils of inlor-
mation about your Shade Tree Com-
mission, your Borough, the Fire
Company our communily and our
residents. '

We first planned to concenlrate only
on "Shade Tres" lopics. We quickly
realized that we would run out of
words long belore the blank paper
was lilled wilh print. Itthen occurred
to us that a newsleller was a great
way to communicate wilh the Bor-
oughresidents and bringus all alittle
closer together.

We would be very pleasedloreceive
suggestions and arlicles from you
{hat could be used for fulure lopics.

Sponsor a Tree

There are many challenges facing
communilies as they try lo reslore
their declining streel trees. You can
help in this environmental endeavor
by sponsoring a tree in Southmont
Borough. The names ol residents
~ who sponsor a tree will be displayed
onaplaque inthe borough municipal
building and will.also be printed in
_ourfallnewsleller. Your ree may be

given in the name of a family, mem-
ber, friend or as a memorial. The
trees will be planted during the
borough's ARBOR DAY celebration
on April 20th in the triangle at the
interseclions of Menoher Bivd., Mill-
creek Road and Geneva Streel. We
believe the addilion of trees 1o this
plot of ground, will greally enhance
the beauty of our communily. If you
are interesled in helping lo renew
Southmont Borough's urban forest
in lhis way, please complele the
form on lhe back of this newsleller
and mail it to the borough ollice wilh
your check for $100.

Arbor Day 1991

Southmont Borough's second annual ARBOR DAY celebration will be held
on Aprii 20th atthe lriangle of borough land across from Ye Olde Country Club.
The ceremony willinclude brief remarks from the Mayor and [rom your Shade
Tree Commission, the planting of the sponsored trees, and lhe presenlation
of the presligious Tree Cily USA award to your Borough of Southmont.
Please join us on this communily day and show your enthusiasm for our
borough's role in renewing and restoring America's urban forest. Feelfree to
come preparedlohelpplantirees orjustcome as aspecilator, butpleasecomel

Planting on Arbor Day 1990. Lell-lo-right, Frances Kelly, Jan Bosley, Jell Kloss, Slephen
Hildebrand, Mark Maser.

Southmont Borough's Urban Forest —
Past and Future

Many of the borough trees lhat were planted 50 to 90 years ago have declined
to the point thal they are now jusl barely surviving. ‘Faclors that have

contribuled lo this decline are: :

» Inappropriale species selection
+ Trees planled in the wrong place or oo close together

+ Improper mainlenance
When planling atree, please give carelul consideration to the suitability of the

cies lo the sile. Many trees lradilionally planted in the borough (Norway
were done so before lhe advent of sidewalks

kly outgrow the available space.
too close logether.
e, can never realize

spe
Maple, Silver Maple, Sycamore)
and overhead ulilily lines. Today, they quic
The situalion can be compounded by planling the trees
Many beaulilul species of trees, planted in the wrong plac
their nalural shape and beauly. Belore planlingatreealongthe borough right-
of-way, please conlact the Shade Tree Commission lor approval and advice
ol the shade lree species. The commission is also your resource for

informalion and assislance in lree planling and care.
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Changes in Sewer Billing
Anticipated

Changes in billing practice are anlicipated with the City of Johnstown-
Bureau of Sewage, dus 1o the Public Ulility Commission's ruling of a
rale increase. The current quarlerly billing will change to a monthly
billing. The Borough of Southmont has requesled that the Cily of
Johnslown, Sewage Department do the billing since the PUC ruling
slipulales that invoicing must be done monlhly. A monthly billing
through the Borough of Southmont would Iriple the current costs now
expended [or quarterly billing. The borough has proposed that the
Cily does their own billing and their own colleclions for Sewer
Trealment. Southmont Borough would then be responsible to bill
separalely for the maintenance fees for the sanilary sewer lines,
along wilh the garbage fees. Inlormalion received from the Johns-
town Redevelopment Authorily indicales this monthly billing by the
Cily could possibly take place as early as April or May. The Borough
of Southmonl will invoice the quarterly billing in late March for the
consumption used in December, January and February (1st Quarter
billing). If you have any queslions, please call the Municipal Building
al 255-3104, The borough willdo their bestto answer your questions.

25% Energy Savings at the Municipal
Building

A new heating syslem has been installed in the Municipal building
this winler. The Peoples Nalural Gas cosl analyst performed a lhree

year hislorical study of energy cosls to operale the old sleam syslem
compared to the newly installed hot waler system. The resulls

indicate a 25% savings with the new system.

Recycling in Westmont Borough by

‘September, 1991 —

Under mandale by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Westmonl
Borough must recycle by September, 1991. Members of Soulhmonl
Borough Council have met with Westmont Council represenlalivesin
the hopes of learning more about the recycling elforls and lo beller
educate themselves in the types of recyclable ilems that they will be

doing and Lhe capacily involved.

Currently, Southmont Borough is not mandaled to recycle, duetoils
small populalion. However, recycling will be necessary throughoul
Pennsylvania in the future when the landlills become overloaded.
Paper recycling has already become a parl of the first phase ol the
recycling effort, and stalions have been available (hroughoutour area
for you lo drop olf your newspapers and magazines. Allresidenls are
asked lo support any recycling efforls and lo perhaps begin lo slart

some recycling within your own homes.

From the Fire Chief —

"The requirements of the
volunteer fire service are

changing..."

The Southmont Volunleer Fire Company
wishes lo take lhis opporlunity to thank you
for your continued support. Through your
past ellorts, we have been able to improve
and expand this organizalion yearly. This
pasl year our members atlended 335 ses-
sions on 15 different lire & EMS subjects for
alolal of over 1,340 hours of training. Many
ofthese schools are onweekends or evening
classes. They represent county fire schools,
Pennsylvania stale lire academy classes and
the national lire academy. These figures do
nol represenl our weekly lraining held at the
fire station on Thursday nights. The require-
ments ol the volunteer fire service are chang-
ing. Fire-fighters must be well lrained in
many areas including vehicle rescue, build-
ing construction and collapse, forest fire-
fighting, fire department hydraulics, defen-
sive emergency driving, lire police arson
invesligalion and hazardous malerials as
well as lire-fighling laclics. Your support has
helped this company pay for all expenses
incurred for lraining so that our personnel are
second to none. If you have an interest in
helping us perform our services stop by the
fire hall on Thursday nighl or contact the
borough office. We can offer you achalleng-
ing and rewarding experiencs.

In coming issues we will olfer some fire
prolection lips to help you help us. Is your
house address easily readable? Can you
quickly read the address from the streel? If
you can't find your address, how can we?
House addresses should be al least four
inches in height and be easily visible [rom the
street. If the house is more than 50 feel from
the streelorifthe houseis notvisible fromthe
slreet, place the house address on a signin
the yard close lo the slreel. Somelhing as
simple as (his may make lhe dillerence in
saving a lile in a lire or medical emergency.
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Dealing With Gypsy Moths —

Gypsy moth calerpillars have been
busy chewing lree leaves and cre-

aling a nuisance for borough resi-

denls during the last ten years Al-
though they may never be eradi-
caled, their numbers can be reduced
so that their allects are less nolice-
able and easier lo lolerale. Aerial
spraying of inseclicides may not al-
ways be possible or practical, bul
there are other control methods
available to properly owners. The
following tips can be used to combat
the pests in your own back yard.
Removeresting siles - Anylhing hat
a calerpillar can crawl under that is
placed on or near a favored gypsy
moth food plant can become a resl-

ing site.

Destroy female moths and egg

masses- Each female moth or egg
mass you deslroy eliminales an av-
erage of 500 calerpillars Irom next
year's molh population. Look for the
while females and bulf-colored,
nickel-to-quarter size egg masses
beginninginlate June. Carryaspoon
and a jar or lin can half full of strong
delergent solution wilh you as you
search the tree trunks, loose bark
flaps, and other dry, shellered siles.
Scrape any molhs and egg masses
you find inlo the solution and let it
stand aday ortwo before discarding.
You may remove and deslroy egg
masses anylime belween July and
the following April, since the eggs
usually don'tbeginhatchingunlillale
April in southern Pennsylvania. Do
not merely scrape them onlo the
ground. This will not kill the eggs.
There are also several gypsy molh
egg mass sprays onthe markel which
effectively kill the eggs.

Mechanical Controls - Two most
widely used mechanical devices are
burlap skirls and barrier bands.
Burlap skirls are aclually lraps de-
signed lo provide resling siles for
calerpillars. Because you inslall

pillars are easy lo collect and de-
slroy with your spoon and detergent
solution. The skirtis simply a 12-18
inch wide band of burlap cut a lillle
longer than the distance around the
tree. Wrap the band around the lree,
overlapping the ends, and lie se-
curely around lhe middle wilh baler
lwine or nylon cord. Fold lhe lop hall
of the band down over the bottom
half to form a loose skirt. Make sure
that the skirl flares oul and lhe bot-
tom edge hangs loosely. Band all
lrees favored by the gypsy molh and
check every day or lwo by lifling he
skirt lo collect hiding caterpillars.
Barrier bands are slippery or slicky
lapes wrapped around lrees and
shrub stems to slop calerpillars from
crawling up lo the leaves. Available
in many slyles, coiors, and sizes,
tesls have shown the aluminum foil-
type slicky tapes and loose adhe-
sives lo be mosl elfeclive. Do nol
apply these slicky products lo the
bark of thin-barked or very young

lreesl

Insecticidal controls - There are
several chemical and biological in-
seclicides registered by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency for
gypsy molh conlrolin Pennsylvania.
Contact your local garden supply
dealer for any inseclicides thal are

available

For more information - There is
more informalion on gypsy moth
control oplions for the home owner
available in the Shade Tree Infor-
mation Cenler in the borough

building.

What is the Southmont
Borough Shade Tree Com-
mission?

Inaccordance wilh the Borough Code
of the Commonwealth ol Pennsylva-

nia, seclion 2722 "a Shade Tree
Commission shall be composed of
three residents of the borough, who
shall be appoinled by the council,
and shall serve without compensa-
lion. Section 2724 slales, "the com-
mission shall have exclusive cus-
lody and conlrol of shade trees in the
borough.” And seclion 2727 reads,
"lhe cosl of planting, transplanling,
or removing any shade lrees in and
along lhe slreels and highways in
the borough...shall be paid by the
owner of the real eslate abulling

which the work is done."”

Who is the Shade Tree
Commission?

The lhree members of the commis-
sion are: Walter Kowtoniak, Thomas
Lewis and Donna Zellers. A Shade
Tree Advisory Commiltee was
formed this year lo provide advice
and assislance lo the commission.
The members of the committee are:
Jell Kloss, Cookie Middleton, Ed
Kiltka, Jack Green, Ellen Hoffman,
Mary Ann Kory, Arlene Cerimele,
Sylvia Pasquerilla and Mark Maser.
Mark is lhe service foresler from the
Pennsylvania Bureau of Foresltry who
advises lhe commission and works
with us in developing our projecls.

Who Owns the Shade
Trees?

The trees lining Southmont Borough
streels are within the street right-of-
way and are therelore the property
of all borough residents. Owners
of the property thal abut the street
Iree localions mainlain these trees.
These residenls are the carelakers
ol our urban forest. The Shade Tree
Commission is anxious to provide
informalion and assislance to all
residenls engaged in lree care.and
maintenance.

them atchestlevel, lheresling caler-
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