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Message from the Manager 
Spring is taking its time getting here with 
the prolonged cool weather and snow flur
ries. I think a warrant is to be issued for 
that groundhog! Despite the weather con
ditions, time goes on and so does the Bor
ough. We have a lot of activities scheduled 
for spring and summer. 

Crack sealing was started in early April . 
Our paving contract w i l l be awarded in 
May and wi l l include the following streets 
and alleys; Sections of Palliser Street, Or
chard Street, Gardner Street, Kale Alley, 
Hannah Alley, Carrot Alley, Potato Alley 
and Beet Alley. 

The street sT-'eeper has cleaned up^tfee 
winter debris and w i l l be out on a regular 
basis, weather permitting. 

We have awarded a $138,000 sewer pro
ject which includes areas of Carrot Alley, 
Southmont Blvd. near Harding Street and 
the Langhorne Street and Wren Street 
area. 

Arbor Day activities are scheduled for May 
11th at 10:00 a.m. at the Diamond Blvd. Play
ground with a tree dedication for the late Wil -
Uam Carstensen of the Greater Johnstown 
Water Authority. 

So you see there are a lot of things happening 
this spring and summer. We would also like 
to remind everyone that property mainte
nance issues that in some cases become a 
problem. I f you see a property that could be
come hazardous or unsightly situation, please 
contact our office. I hope everyone has an en
joyable spring and summer and when you 
start getting tired of the hot summer days 
j u s t t h i n k back to EehruaryL,...=<«a,,j-__ 

Richard Wargo 
' , I Borough Manager 

Animal Nuisance 
With warm weather just around the corner, please rememfife* you must carry clean-up equipment 
when you are walking your dog. According to Ordinances #374 and #419, 

• No person shall permit their dog to run at large upon public places, streets, alleys, sidewalks, or 
private property of others. 

• Dogs must be restrained with a leash not exceeding 6 feet in length at all times while on public 
places. 

• No person shall allow their animal to defecate on said properties without immediate cleanup, 
removal, and proper disposal of feces. 

Violators are subject to fines and penalties. 

Please keep our community looking nice. 

Also, we have received numerous inquiries regarding keeping chickens in the Borough. Zoning Ordi
nance Section 803 states farm animals, hoofed animals and poultry, wild animals and pet snakes 
shall not be kept in any district. 

Special points of 
interest: 
• Spring Clean-Up will be May 

Uth/May 15th with your 
regular ^arbase pickup. All 
items must be bagged, boxed 
or bundled for easy handling 
and must be curbside by 6:00 
a.m. Items that will not be 
picked up include batteries, 
tires, auto body parts, paint 
cans, construction materials 
or hazardous/demolition 
materials. Refrigerators, 
freezers or air conditioners 
will be taken only after 
Freon is properly removed 
and with proper certifica
tion. 

• Arbor Day will be May 11th 

at 11:00 a.m. at Diamond 

Blvd. Playground 

• Borough Office v/ill be 
closed May 27th, July 4th, 
September 2nd, November 
28th, November 29th and 
December 25th. 

• Pro Disposal wilt be one day 
behind on the following 
weeks: May 27th and Sep
tember 2nd. December 25th 
Tuesday collection will be 
regular, Wednesday collec
tion wj// be Thursday Decem
ber 26th. 



Trees for Wildlife 
The U.S. Fish and WildHfe Service offers 
convincing evidence that the value of 
urban wildlife is immense. Their surveys 
show that in a single year at least 117 
million Americans enjoy simply watching 
wildlife and spend over $18 million for 
identification guides, $26 milhon for bird-
baths, and $500 million for birdseed! 

With a httle planning, the benefits we 
usually expect from trees can easily be 
multiplied to also benefit wildlife. 

1. Food 

Each tree and shrub species has a differ
ent food value and attracts different ani
mals. Some, like cherries, may be relished 
by as many as 40 species of birds. Having 
a wide variety of trees with high food 
value is the single best way to increase 

your pleasure of viewing wUdlife and in the 
long run i t is cheaper than buying birdfeed. 
2. Cover 

Cover is essential to attract wildhfe. I t 
provides protection for breeding, nesting, 
sleeping, travehng, and hiding fzora ene
mies. 

3. Water 

Water is as essential for wildlife as i t is for 
humans. Provide i t and you wi l l be re
warded with more birds, butterflies and 
other wildlife. 

Source: Tree City USA 

Ask Not Only What You C a n Do F o r B i r d s , B u t 
What Birds C a n Do For You 

A Baltimore oriole can consume 17 hairy 
caterpillars in a minute. 

A house wren feed 500 insects to its young 
every summer afternoon. 

A pair of flickers consider 5,000 ants a mere 
snack. 

A swallow can devour 1,000 insects every 12 
hours. 

A brown thrasher has been known to eat 
6.180 insects in one day. 

Source: The Garden Club of America 

TREE a r v USA" 
Arbor Day Foundation Names Southmont Tree City USA 

Southmont, PA was named a 2012 Tree 
City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation 
i n honor of its commitment to effective # 
urban forest management. This is 
23rd year Southmont has earned the 

_iiational designation. — — — — ^ 
Southmont achieved Tree City USA 
recognition by meeting the program's 
four requirements: a tree board or de
partment, a tree-care ordinance, an 
annual community forestry budget of at 
least $2 per capita and an Arbor Day 
observance and proclamation. 

The Tree City USA program is spon
sored by the Arbor Day Foundation, in 
partnership wi th the U.S. Forestry Ser
vice and the National Association of 
State Foresters. 
"Everyone benefits when elected offi
cials, volunteers and committed citizens 
in communities like Southmont make 
smart investments in urban forests," 
said John Rosenow, founder and chief 
executive of the Arbor Day Foundation. 
"Trees bring shade to our homes and 
beauty to our neighborhoods, along 

with numerous economic, social and 
environmental benefits." 
Cleaner air, improved storm water 
management, energy savings and in 
creased property values and commer
cial activity are among the benefits en
joyed by Tree City USA communities. 
More information on the program is 
available at arborday.org/TreeCityUSA. 

( ^ . A r t x i r Day Ftmndation 

Landlord Registration 
Southmont Borough recently passed 
Ordinance No. 494 requiring landlords/ 
owners to register rental properties and 
their tenants. 
I n considering the adoption of this Or
dinance, the Borough stated that in 
recent years, many formerly private 
homes have been turned into residen
tial rental units. These rental units 
have often times been rented to indi
viduals who, because they have no own

ership interest in the property, have 
allowed the properties to deteriorate. I n 
many cases, the owners of the proper
ties live long distances from the Bor
ough and have not kept up with proper 
property maintenance of many rental 
units in the Borough. I n addition, prob
lems have occurred because tenants 
have not been concerned about follow
ing Codes/Ordinances of the Borough, 
including Codes/Ordinances which gov
ern maintenance and safety of the prop

erty and payment of proper taxes to the 
Borough. This, in turn, has caused 
problems for other home owners near 
the rental units and the reduction of 
tax revenues. 
We wi l l be sending out "Tenant Regis
tration" forms to rental property own
ers within the next few months along 
with more details. 
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Southmont Volunteer Fire Company 
Safety Tips for Barbecue & Grill ing 
E v e r y t h i n g has r i s k s . K n o w i n g w h a t 
those r i s k s are and how to reduce t h e m is 
the secret to success. W h e n cooking out
doors, whether hot or fast gril l ing, or low 
a n d slow barbecue there are a few things 
you need to know to make sure nothing 
goes wrong and how to get the most out of 
your cooking. 

F i r e is the most destructive force i n the 
universe a n d you are inviting it into your 
backyard for a Httle cookout. F i r s t thing 
you need is a fire extinguisher. Next you 
need to know your fire and know how to 
control i t . E v e r y year grUls a n d smokers 
cause thousands of fires, hundreds of i n j u 
ries, dozens of deaths and miUions of dol

lars i n damage. Y o u need to know how to 
cut fuel suppHes, ext inguish fires and cal l 
the fire department. A l w a y s have one 
person in charge of the fire at a l l t imes, a 
fire m a r s h a l if you w i l l . Y o u should also 
know something about treating burns . 

Locations is everything w h e n it comes to 
placing your griU or smoker. E v e r y year 
hundreds of people cause fires to their 
houses, garages a n d patios because they 
didn't put their gri l l or smoker in the cor
rect location. I suggest that you take a 
good look at your equipment and imagine 
the worst fire you c a n . M a k e sure there 
isn't anything (buildings, trees, etc.) i n 
that space. Too close to v i n y l siding and 
v i n y l radings w i l l also cause a fire. Make 

sure that your grUl isn't going to require 
people to w a l k too close to hot surfaces 
and that chi ldren won't be playing nearby. 

T h e number one safety feature is to 
N E V E R leave your griU unattended at 
any t ime! 

The a n n u a l Jubilee wUl be from May 27th 
through J u n e 1st. Rides on Monday and 
S a t u r d a y from 5-10 p m and the rest of the 
week w i l l be from 6-10 pm. Thursday the 
parade wiU be at 7 pm. Anyone that would 
Uke to help during the JubUee or during 
set up should contact the fire haU at 255-
2633 or F i r e Chief, Joe l Weslager, at 255-
6903. 

Westmont Hilltop Recreation 
Look for your Westmont Hilltop Recreation 
Commission Spring and Summer Program 
Brochure in the mail the week of May 13th. 
New for the summer is the return of play
ground counselors. Beginning June 18th 
counselors wil l be at Diamond Blvd., Mound, 
Stutzman and Elim Street Playgrounds su
pervising games, crafts and lots of fun. Days 
and times wil l be Tuesday to Thursday. 
Morning hours: 9 am—11 am and afternoon 
hours: 1 pm—3 pm. 

Camp Westy has a new look - it's Camp 
Westy @ the Ridge- choose either July 8th -
12th or July 15th - 19th and send your 
camper to The Ridge for a week filled with 

games, crafts, nature exploration and amaz
ing summer fun. 

New programs include a series of one week 
clinics to introduce children to a sport - even 
a camp on how to be a cheerleader. Also new 
to the line up - a one week basketball cHnic 
for boys taught by our award winning Coach 
Dave Roman Jr. Returning this summer is 
Lady Hilltopper Basketball Camp, Skills and 
Drills, and Varsity and Junior Varsity Bas
ketball League. Discount park tickets for 
Kennywood, Sandcastle, Pittsburgh Zoo, 
Idlewild and DelGrosso Park wil l be avail
able @ the Rec office. 

Rounding out the summer is the 3rd Annual 
Hilltop Days at the Ridge wil l be August 
24th & 25th. New to HJltop Days is a com
munity barbeque sponsored by Somerset 
Trust Bank, expanded children's area and 
antique tractor display. 

West Hills Regional Police 
This year, the West Hills Regional Police 
Department is celebrating its 35th year in 
operation. The Commission became a reaUty 
in 1978 when Westmont and Brownstown 
Boroughs created the West HiUs Regional 
PoHce Commission. Southmont Borough 
joined the Commission in 1993 and Lower 
Yoder Township joined in 2001. Each of the 
four municipahties is represented on the 
Commission's Board and is involved in the 
decision making process for the Pohce Depart
ment. The regular Commission meeting is 
held on the third Tuesday of each month at 
7:00 p.m. in the Westmont Borough Municipal 
Building and resident are encouraged to at
tend. AH of the officers strive to have a good 
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relationship with the residents of the member 
municipahties and ask that any concerns or 
suspicious activities be immediately reported. 
The officers beheve that, by estabHshing a 
trusting relationship with the people they 
serve, i t wiU help to solve some of the crimes 
that occur. 

As most people are aware, there are numer
ous scams/cons infiltrating the area these 
days, with new scams arising almost daily. I f 
you have any questions or suspect fraudulent 
activity, please contact the poUce before pro
viding any of your personal information or 
paying out any money. I t is not very likely 
that the "windfall" you are told you wiU re
ceive is legitimate, or that a family member is 

in trouble in a foreign country and needs bail 
money. 

Now, that nicer weather is approaching, there 
wil l be a significant increase in bike, motorcy
cle and pedestrian traffic. I t is imperative 
that everyone be more alert and cautious on 
the roadways. ALSO DO NOT TEXT 
W H I L E DRIVING. I t is dangerous and 
against the law. Pay attention to the traffic 
signs and follow the speed Hmit for the safety 
of all. 

As a courtesy to your neighbors, the poUce 
also request that residents comply with 
Southmont Borough Animal Nuisance Ordi
nance #419. I f you do not comply and com
plaints are received, citations wil l be issued. 
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Y E S , 1 want to sponsor a tree and help Southmont Borough i(ES, 1 would Uke to contribute to Southmont Borough's 
renew its Urban Forest. Enclosed is a check for $100.00 or Urban Forest Proiect, in the amount of $ 
more. Name 
Address Address Address 
Name for whom the tree is 
planted 

Contributions are tax deductible and very much appreciated by aU who enjoy the beauty and tranquility of the Southmont 
Borough Urban Forest. 


