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RUIN AND DESOLATION

Fifteen Hundred Houses Swept From the Face
Earth in the 111-Fated City of
Johnstown.
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who with his sou returned for out of the flat lie in the station until a the bureau of engraving and printing of the Western New York &Pennsylvafamilies took refuge in this building bruises.
reason,
was drowned. Two cars
are situated. It was reported that a nia. Nearly all the trains out of BradYY some
can be obtained. They are buried
and were saved. Now that the waters
man had been drowned in the ford have been abandoned. About
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and are believed to have been drowned.
alleys until he came to the hall. His For Cutting Jewelry From Fin- at
surgical instruments could be procured
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bodies had been taken caped. One
manufact- badly damaged." The Pennsylvania
No lights were allowed, and the whole watched three men going along th at seventy-six
up
side
was
taken
and
it
eighty-five
uring
lapping
establishments and
at Kearnsville and
above hangs
the railroad bridge is still intact. A great
night was spent in darkness.
side, making a picture of
The sick the banks, stealing the jewels from out
works. Chief Evans, of the misery.to one
second stories of mills, boat houses and quantity of logs has passed the bridge
the
silk
of
the
dead
the
bodies
-wives
The
walk
the
up
women
to
wrecks
of
were eared for. The weaker
fertilizing works in Georgetown. r Fur- and are gorged at Turkey hill, below
men
daughters
and
of
who Pittsburg fire department, arrived this houses was interrupted in many places
and children had the best accommoda.
with Engines Nos. 2 and 15 and by small branch streams. Occasionally ther down stream it completely flooded the town.
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their lives on the succeeding day as a and
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At3 o'clock the water began falling. train, which had been here since yes-Bystanders cut him down be- of the West Perm railroad,
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at Mr. . Gribble's go. The man was so badly scared that " "with A RUSH AND ROAR.
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that two of the , long bridges Erie Express No. 1 that arrived hero
ticipate danger. All fled from the first to Mayor Chalriier ; Dick, of Johnstown, V Johnstown, June 2.— is impossible
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qua
wire factory. Many houses
Canton. There are great washreefs from the
Oat for Burial.
raft then glided through and all the rest
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DRIVEN TO DEATH.
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were found . this afternoon beneath 'a
been second-story bedrooms, or go in by : has been converted into a morgue and some " portions of the war. , Appre- week. The damage to property in this
pile of broken timbers. This ; evening' Awful Fate of Four Men "Who way*;; of ~, the \ top. Further cup ; town * . the dead , are _* being buried J from this hensions of a freshet - equal to that of city and vicinity is estimated at halt a
a raft -•" of " '\u25a0 logs r lodged
million dollars. The crops throughout
Robbed the Dead.; Y YpA
in -, the place. A hospital has been opened near 1870 and 1887 proved to be well founded.
his coffin was carried to his widow and
was done. The . by and is full of patients. One of r the On all railroads there have been serious
the Chemung valley are almost totally
Johnstown, Pa.;' June 2.—The' way street and great damage
children at the house of a friend in
;
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that
-be
of
damage.
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The lower por- :' destroyed:. The Conesque valley is also
Morrellville. A tour of the west bank of the transgressor in the desolated val- the general appearance of the.' wrick is victims, —Thompson, f was f removed washouts.*. the
city is r ' completely ! sub- j reported to have suffered terribly.: The
tion ;• of
of the river for a distance of two miles ley of I the Conemaugh is hard indeed. to imagine a number of children's
: Continue
on Jfonrtl- Page. :_\u25a0.* merged. Boatmen have been doing a V Continued on Eighth Page.

require several days yet to ascertain
anything like a definite idea of the loss
of"life, but itwill certainly reach up
into the thousands. Every hour brings
J fresh evidence of the fact that the disaster eclipses anything of the kind In
the history of the country, and no one
can say what the final results willbe. !
NO EXAGGERATION.
i
.
The Story of the Disaster Not at !
All Overstated.
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Most Conservative Calculators Place the Number of Dead
Somewhere in the Neighborhood of Five
Thousand.
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AIR FILLED WITH

THE

An Infuriated

SOBS AND SIGHS.

Crowd Hangs Two Men Who Cut Jewelry
From the Fingers and Ears of
Corpses.

DRIVEN INTO THE RIVER.

FOUR OTHERS

Pitiful Story of a Woman Who Lost Her Husband,
Seven Children and Their Little*
Home.

AN

EVENT

Johnstown,

Pa.,

UNPARALLELED HORROR.

OF
June

2.—When

Pittsburg
Supt. Pitcairn telegraphed to
Friday night that Johnstown was annihilated, he came very close to the facts
seen
of the case, although he had not
the ill-fated city. To say that Johnstown is a wreck is but stating the facts
of the case. Nothing like it has ever
been seen in this country. Where long
rows of dwelling houses and business
blocks stood forty-eight hours ago, ruin
and desolation now reign supreme.
Probably 1,500 houses have been swept
from the face of the earth as completely
as if they had never been erected. Main
street from end to end is piled fifteen
and twenty feet high with debris, and
in some instances it is as high as the
roofs of the houses. This great mass
of wreckage fills the streets

FKOM CUBE TO CUEB

and frequently has crushed the fronts
of buildings in and filled the space with
reminders of the terrible calamity.
There is probably not a man in the
place who can give -any reliable estimate of the number of houses that had
beeu swept away. City Solicitor Kuhn,
who should be very good authority in
this matter, places tne number at 1,500.
From the woolen mill above the island
to the bridge, a distance of probably
two miles, a strip of territory nearly a
half mile in width has been swept
clean, not a stick of timber or one brick
on top of another being left to tell the
story. It is the most complete wreck
that imagination could conceive. All
day long men, women and children were plodding about the desolate
waste . trying in vain to
locate the boundaries of their former
homes. Nothing but a wide expanse of
mud, ornamented here and there with
heaps of driftwood, remained, however,
for their contemplation. It is perfectly
safe to say that every house in the city
that was not located well up on the hillsides was either
*"\u25a0*

SWEET COMPLETELY AWAY
or wrecked so badly that rebuilding
will be absolutely necessary. These
losses, however, are nothing compared
to the frightful sacrifices of precious
human lives to be seen on every hand.
Dining ail this solemn Sunday, Johnstown has been drenched with the tears

of stricken mortals, and the air is filled
with sobs and sighs that came from
breaking hearts. There are scenes enacted here every hour and every
minute that affect all beholders profoundly. When brave men die in battle
for country or for principle their loss
can be reconciled to the stern destinies
of life. When homes are. torn asunder
in an instant, and the loved ones hurled
from the arms of loving and devoted
mothers, then is an element of sadness
connected with the tragedy which
An utterly
touches every heart.
wretched woman named Mrs. Fenn
stood by a muddy pool of water, trying
to find some trace of a once happy
home. She was half-crazed with grief,
and her eyes were red and swollen. As
the writer stepped to her side she raised
her pale aud haggard face and remarked: ''They are all gone. Oh, God,
be merciful to them. My husband and
toy

.

seven
DKAB LITTLE CHILDREN

have been swept down with the flood,
and lam left alone. We were driven
by the raging flood into the garret, but
the water followed us there. Inch by
inch it kept rising until our heads were
crushing against the roof. It was death
to remain, so I raised a window, and one
by one placed my darlings on some
.driftwood, trusting to the great Creator.
As Iliberated the last one, my sweet
little boy, he looked at me and said:
\u25a0Mamma, you always told me that the
Lord would care for me; will He look
after me now?' I saw him drift away
with his loving face turned toward me,

on my lips for his deliverance he passed from sight forever.
The next moment the roof crashed in.
and I floated outside, to be rescued fifteen
hours later from the roof
If
of
a house in Kernville.
1 could only find one of my darlings, I
could bow to the will ofGod. But they
are all gone. Ihave lost everything on
earth but my life, and Iwill return to
my old Virginia home and lay me down
for my last great sleep."
and with a prayer

A HANDSOME WOMAN,

with hair as black as a raven's wing,
walked through the depot where a dozen
or more bodies were awaiting burial.
Passing from one to another, she finally
lifted the paper covering from the face
of a woman, young and with traces of
beauty showing through the stains of
muddy water. With a cry of anguish
she reeled backward, to be caught by a
rugged man who chanced to be passing.
In a moment or so she had calmed herself sufficiently to take one more look at
the features of her dead. She stood
gazing at the- unfortunate as if
dumb. Finally turning away with another wild burst of grief, she said:
"And her beautiful hair all matted and
her sweet face so bruised and stained
with mud and water." The dead
woman was the sister of the mourner.
The body was placed in a coffin and
sent away to its narrow house. These
incidents are but lair samples of the
scenes familiar at every turn in this
stricken city. The loss of lifeis simply
dreadful. The most conservative people declare that the number will reach
THE STREETS

have been full of men carrying bodies
to various places, where they await
identification, since morning, and the
work has only just begun. Every hour
or so the forces of men working on the
various heaps of debris find numbers of
bodies buried in the mud and wreckage.
It is believed that when the flames are
extinguished in the wreckage at the
bridge, ando the same is removed,
hundreds aud hundreds of victims will
be discovered. In fact, this seems certain, as dozens of bodies have already
been found on the outskirts of the huge
mass of broken timbers. The Reports
from outside points are also appalling.
Up to 9 o'clock to-night 180 bodies had
been embalmed at Nineveh, and there
is a report that 200 more have
been discovered half-buried in the mud
on an island between NewFlorence and
the place named. At the Fourth ward
school house over 100 victims have been
laid out for identification. In many
cases they have been recognized, while
in many more the slabs bear the word
"unknown." Shocking sights have become so common that they have lost
their terrors, and the finding of a body
here and there attracts little or no attention from the great crowds that constantly line the river banks and crowd
all other accessible places. As this is
being written hundreds and hundreds
of homeless men,|women and children

f
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SLEEPING ON" THE niLLSIDES

meet all immediate wants have arrived.
Adjutant General Hastings is in charge
of the police and the various relief
corps, and he is doing good work for the
sufferers. Those people who were not
swept away or . disabled are working
earnestly for the revival of the stricken
city, but it will take months of work to
come anywhere near repairing the fearful damage, while it is about certain
that the list of the lost will never
be made complete. The supply of
coffins sent in from Pittsburg and
other points
is so great
that
the relief committee , telegraphed
last evening not to send any more until
ordered. No funds have % yet : been received from Philadelphia, but the authorities are confident that when telegraphic communications*; are irestored
they will get liberal \ contributions from
that city. Dozens of smaller places
have already sent in generous sums of
money, and the people are encouraged
to believe that all of their more press-'
ing wants willbe provided for. It will

—

.

5,000.

under tents that were sent on from
Pittsburg and other places about the
The Pennsylvania railroad
country.
has succeeded in getting a track through
to this city, and provisions enough to
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