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BEFORE THE FLOOD.

1| A View of Johustawn Before the

Waters Roared.

TOPOGRAPHY OF THE VALLEY.

A Fen Pleture of Desolation and Woe—Hero-
ism and Orime—Many Remauces
Yot o Comé,
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Johnstown was
Whiets the elassic Horaes wished toox-
piress with greatest emphasia tho oxt
tion of Troy, he simply wrolo *“‘Ilion
fuit.” ' The brevity and the past tense fm-
pliesd thint absolutely nothing was left,
And this is alnsost trae of Johnstown—
quite true of two consiilemble 1owne
above it

On the morning of Ma
Johmstown and throe co
stretehed along the narmow
Congmaugh creck from t
r..i'.r.:.: ] 1.-ri|lge ne

valley

1[ connseted wi
Irvn anid’ Steel ¢
fter npon the fl
oW valley :
L oel h--n-a..:s:l when e waters
aged nll thot 'n il win ' a fow
wreokes] buildings, an awiul« I[-GLL‘-\. of
sstruction and miles on mils of mod
1 flats on which anziel
s by the thousund, 3
- the thousand. No lanstitise cian |l =
ilus istichi n/Moese. No bthor ealani £y
of anything such proportions lll:iz.
ts
only pamllcls on the western comtinent
are found in the d ction of Lima by
carthiquake, and pechaps o few similar
destruetions in Contril Atmorica,

Tt is painful to learn thot this was o co-
lamity that might bave been prevented.
s known that the great reservoirwas
saes to the eity and towns n the
narmow valley, and it was suspected that
the dam wis not strong  enough' Tor all
cwerpencies.  Frequent warnings had
been iven, but “what is overybody’s
business is nobody's bnsincsss” the city
was not incorporated aud noone thought
it obligutory on him to move in the mat-
ter, amd so tho destruction eame, Oalr
o fow hours bifore tho dun gavo way
the warning was sounded; but familiar-
ity destroyed fonr, wml people swmiled af
the idea of donger—hmndreds smiled
whno wern siom to be eold in death,
Abuinst the edrthquake, the eyelone und
the tidal wnve man can takie fow pivecat-
tionk ar none; but it'is shocking to think
that this Johnstown calamity might hava
been avertsl

To undirstand  how the destmition
wis 5o compléte, onp muss get & com-
plete view of the topography. In the
southwist part of Cambridosunty. Penn-
sylvanin, Btony ereek gnd Conemangh
ereck unite to form the Conemungh river
—Stony creek flowing nearly due novth
phatl the other a Tittlo sotth of west. Al
thelr junction the valler is broad enough
to allow n conslderubls flood 1o escape
provided it had froe course; but the im-
maenso stione bridge of (he Pennsylvania
ruilrond, with the embankments leading
to it, forms aa obstruction. not very

fTom & Wito an 4 e
behitd ft, for the slops of the creek'n
chinnel is so steep that the stremm is a
torrent oven at low water. The i
proper of Jolinstown lay in the fork cast
of Stony erecl-and sonth of Conemuugh
ercek, bot itsaffiliated boroughs luy on
the other sildo of the latter, and thyy had
oot been i beeattss tho com-
pany owned most of the villages and
only a small part of Jolnstown, aud
therefora. objected to  comsolidation.
There was not a very wealthy family in
elther plase. The ts of the
valley were emploves of the Cambria
Iron anil Bteol company, their familics
and only such professional people and

PEOPLE’SWEQII}WARDING CO.,
Flour, Grain,
I—Iay and Feed.

aocdd S0 1K, Socond Soatia,
Carloads Supplled at Any Time on One Day's Notice.

S A LT.

Largest and most convenient beds on the shores of the Great
Salt Lake. Orders received for any amount.

E. E. RICH, Manager.

traders ns were necessary to tho
life of such a community, A very large
propartion were Cutholies, lmt thern
were fine churches of séveral other de
nominations,

Following up the gorge of Conemaigh
creek, one would bavo found o house
here and there, and a village of 500 peo-
ple seven miles up, called Mineral Point
—on the first available level. Three
miles farther up was South' Fork (a
stream efmo in there from the south)
with 1,400 prople.  On: the other side of
the creck and near Johnstown was Cone-
maugh, and stretehing from one to the
other was u tenement distriel, known oy
Woodvale, The works of the company
weree senttered  betwoen the two lares
towns; the cost of tho plant was osti-
mated at §5,000,000, and they employed
5,000 persons in all capacitics.  Floods
had ocensionally swepd through the
lower sootiond of theso towns, and since
tho refuse of the works hind chioked the
bidd of the strenm the overflows bad been
more frequent. - Following up the gorge
of | Comemi creck and frequently
erossing the
vapis radlroid, but b leaves tho coedk
several mile balow the rservolr, All
the country hins o rapid slops towards
the cres I round tho reservoir is
anuplan & b sn; all tho water fnlling on
five ur six hundred n{l
fow with torrent-lilkcs 1
ar reservolr, and the IIJLZL'F stood 300 feet
higher thun Johnatown. Tt wna death’s
GWII IpsRIine.

The reservnir once. belongod to the old
Pennsylvanin canad, and when the canal
canipany sbandoned it it was given tothe
ratlrodiad com pany, and evéntially became
the property of a sporting organization
kuown as the Soutls Fork Fishing and
Hunting club. They ndded to the old
dam till the entire strocture was 100 feet |
high, ninety feet thick at the bos, il
tweenty at the top, and about ane-fifth of

mile longy, The Iake thus crented cov-
epod aut lesst elghit spuare miles, When
it wan sugzestad that the dnm might
brenk most people on the line thought it
wonld do little mom damage than an o
dinary flood. Granted that the dam was
weak, it wik solentifleally certain that it
would give way ot the bottem, a8 the
pressure was intenss thero on nidcount of
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ream runs (he Péonsyl- I

tho dopthiof the water, Tt was also plitin
thot if there should come n long roin,
(inz 2l the streams, and thenn ﬂut!-lpn
and Lesvy 52 the damn would break
just about the time when' tha itiflowinge

greilis of tho wholoe basin wore poiring
thieir In h]mcinm'Ilu.-(‘uni_-ru:nug!:.
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THE CONEMADGH RIVIL

Many eolumis bave lLsén written of
the awinl seenei.  Thoozandsof porsons,
dead ! alive, floating on the turbid
torvent., soms on trees nad logg, some on
fragments of lumber, doors and pleces of
furnitire. AJL the actathat ennoble man-
hood wire witnksed it the hour of dan-
gor: many thot degrade it wero perpe-
Erated after thiy food subsided. Huosbands
gave up their lves to save their wives,
parents to sive their children, childron
1o gave thelr parents, and men took mont
dnring risks to rescue tofal strangers. All
the herolsm of common 1ife was displis-
ol And after the flood came o fow
ghouls to rob the dead, and after them
theavengors; the citizens hostily organ-
jrzed n rude sratom of justice, arrested
soine, shot othirs and scured nway most.
From !l parts of the ecduntry relief
poured in and the whols région was soon
putrolled by schroliers,
It i suppesod (iat the desd will nume-
ber over 12000, Al the uadjncent
towns and gities are filled with woum-
ers, Hers b5 abosband who, being ab-
gonit from home, las Jost his wholo fam-
ily; thero o wife who bas lost all of hers,
aml vonder o child who i the last of u
lorgd fhunily.  Through all the wllor
men and women am wandering i in an
ovncertainty worse than daath, s ok
to identify their own among. :"m .
dreds of corpses; thousands (o wog vet i

know if those near and dear to thivm
bave escaped orare lost.  ‘Thoumnda of |
bodies probably will not b fossd—the
slceletons may be unparthed vesrs henee,
Many avescuod child. too yonng toimow
its own navae, will be an unknown for

life, Mnm‘ nrommlw will grow outof
this awful trageds. all Amorican
histery thers has been nn mich ealizity,
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HOW HE BECANME FAMOUR
The Walker, lown, Nrws soy *0ur old
friead, Robert Balrd, of Muasenting lows,
His beun soeTotiey of the stite sonate, and

3 |l 155008 harrels with u pxuspmt of still
biteminous, brown | griator inermese in 1=
of anthracite preo Hrouin he  prodoct s 57350
orads aod jArkinsas, ond 4,000 | pounds, worth #6200, an increass fhom
pruplitht ool puined Rhode | 190,057 ponds 1n 1857, worth #61,717. The

any firm west of Chlopmo.  Call m‘mami l‘(lr
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por pound for the average quality. In 1557
I.ln" prizines wias 1LOMN pounds, wurth
5 evnts pary pound.
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mlnmnol' the largest rivnr. but too great
for the extraordinary fload on this ccca-
slon, Turning tothe left, ancuumugh
creek, the valley narrows very rapidly;

tho high, rocky and abrapt lills closs in
an the stream till they leave & more
gorge, and wherever there s leve! land
{n the hottom of this zorge thers B a

town. 1n niguy places, too, thohills can-
asit wero, in

utnnmw m;ngh.dnwu whit:h was
suddenly p d o watery equal
to that of the Ohio river.

At Johnstown the valley widens likoa
half opaned fan. Just above the city the
gap is quite narrow. Thos the water

waa literally shot into the place as ¥

unpotive tcian for yesss, but was nover
iy kenown vt i{nhmi the colle, and
used Chumberialn's Colle, Cholegn and
Diarrhoa Remedy, nnd got mto one of th rl._n:
ndvestisemonts.  ‘Now he s famous.”
Horo is what Mr. Baind sald: “While in
Idos Malnes, I wus talken with o severs at-
tuck of bowel complaint.  For twa days [
wuffered intensely, trying soveral
stores and mlng them for rellef, but in
vain. 1 fually bought @ small boitle of
Chumberlain's Colio, Chwlera aud Diacr!
Remody, and two doses of that brought me
out all Fght It costs loss thun the drog
stare prepurations and 1 have the balance

oy !‘ntnru nse, I r It n grasid
msu,o;l[y 'l'uen r-five amd 50 cont bottles
for sale by 2. C, M. L drug depurtment. *

Buckisn's Armica Salve
Tho Best Salve in the world for Cuts,
Sorea,

& mnmm
(‘.um:.' _mdnl!l Emnﬁw
tively cures or ns § 13
mludw_ ve satisfaotion
35 cetl's 8 box

ﬁlrull A. C. Smith & Co.
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FANCY ALPACA COATS,
AL L SIFZIE S,

HFach

Heavy Drill Blue Check
Jumpers,

20 Cent

9 oz. Blue Denim Overalls,

S Cents
HEAVY JEAN PANTS,

All Sizes,

S0 Cents,
4CLOBGHING i

—AND

Gents’ Furnishing Goods!
At a Big Reduction.

"'S.J. NATHAN,

1531 Diain Street.

E. & A. H. BATCHELLER & (O,

Matofacturers and Wholewdle Theelies l

BOOTS, SHOES and BROGANS.

BOSTON,

Z..C. NI 1.,

AMASS.

SOLE AGENTS
AL

FOR

Fraser & Chalimers,
MINING MACHINERY.

TRENT, GEN. WESTEERN MANAGER, No, ¥ W. SECOND S0OUTH STHEETY
SALT LAKE! CITY.

Builders gud‘l‘)e‘alers‘ in _AIl__Kmds n.r‘ Machinery,
ENGINES, BOILERS, SAW MILLS,
QUARRY DRILLS, WELL-BORING MACMINES, DIAMOKD CORE DRILLS,

WATER WHEELS, LOCOMOTIVES. STEAM MOTOKS.

T I

UTAH STOVE & HARDWARE CO.,

Susoessors

P. W. Madsen & Co. and Frank V/. Jennings,

{1ce Cream Freazers,
Wezt2in 'Washers,
Ciothes Horsss
and Drying Bars,
Wire Cloths and

IRONWARE,
and Retail,

THE ——

Lawn WMowers,
Lawn Rakes,
Forks, Spades,
Shoveals, Hoes.
Scythesand Snaths, |

TIN AND CGEANITE

W holesale
— AT

UTAH STOVE & HARDWARE COMPANY,
The Celebrated Arnold Steam Cooker,

BEST IN THE MARKET!
No. 31 East First South Street.

S WILLIAMS, HOYT & CO’S

ROCEKY MOIUNTAIN
Boys’, Youth's, Misses, Children’s and Infants’

S HOE S pp
ARE SUPERIOR TO ALL OTHERS,
Asik ‘Zt C. M. I. for Thems.




