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ISESCRISE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PAYSICAL APPEARANCE

"THE INCLINED PLANE RAILWAY WAS BUILT AS A VLIFESAVERT AFTER

T vHEdoHnNsTtwon Frooo oF May 31, 1889. T WAS CONSTRUCTED WITH A
986.5 FOOT RUNWAY AT 71 PER CENT GRADE. THE QHEELS, RAILS AND
OTHEZR PARTS WERE ADAPTED FROM STANDARD RAILROAD EQU;PME&T BY THE
Cavaria IRoN CoMpany, THE LOWER ENTRANCE TO THE RAILWAY, CROS=
S1NG STONYCREEK, CONSISTED OF A HEAVY IRON BRIDGE CONSTRUCTED
WITH THREE-—FOOT—-THICK 1RGN GIRDERS AND SUPPQRTED BY IMMENSE
$TONE ABUTMENTS. THE RAILWAY nTseQF_wAs MADE UP OF, TWDL CABLE
DRIVEN CARS, EACH OF WHICH wEIGHEb:42 fONs WITH A 15 -TON CAPACITY
PEZR CAR. [THE CABLE WAS 2 (NCHES N DIAMETER, 1130 FEET zﬁ
LENGTH, AND CONSISTED OF ONE PULLING CABLE AND ONE SAFETY CABLE
CAPABLE 0OF SUPPORTING OVER 165 TONS. )

THE LASGEST OSJECT IN THE RAILWAY'S ENGINE ROOM WAS A
STEAM ORIVEN, CAST [RON ORUM, 50 FEET }N CIRCUMFERENCE AND
16 FEZET IN DIAMETER, AROUND WHICH THE CABLE FRIM THE CARS WAS
wound, THERE WERE TWO, FOOT CONTROLLED AIR BRAKES LQCATED
O N THE-LEFT SEDE OF THE DRUM WHILE AN EMERGENCY MBULL BRAKE!
“waS S1TUATED ON THE RIGHT S1DE.
. THE UMIQUE DESIGN OF -THE CARS PROVIDED A LEVEL RJDE FOR
MORSES AND WAGONS (AND LATZR, CARS AND TRUCKS} AND PEDESTRIANS,
AND WAS CGPIED FROM THE TEN PLANES WHICH HAULED CARGO ACROSS
TAE ALLEGHENY MOUNTAINS ON THE PORTAGE RarLroaD.
THE ONLY MAJOR CHANGE MADE S|INGE fTSAéONSTRUCTION HAS
EN REPLACEMENT OF THE GRIGINAL STEAM ENGINE WITH A 400
HIRSEPOWER ELEZCTRIC MOTOR IN 1952, WHEN THE ENTIRE RAILWAY

whS RESTORED AND REQPENED BY THE Camaria County TourtsT Councrc.
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NT DF SIGNIFICANCE .

.CONSTRUCTION OF THE RAILWAY \WAS UNDERTAKEN BY THE CAMBRIA
‘roN CoMPANY, A PREDECESSOR 0F BETHLEHEM STEEL CoMPANY, IN 1890
AND OPENED FOR BUSINESS ON JUNE 1, 1891. T €COST THE COMPANY
3133,296 ANO WAS INTENDED TO PROVIDE EASY TRANSPORTATION UP’
¥Y5DER HILL FOR THE RESIDENTS OF THE IRON éOMPANY's NEW REALITY
CIVILOSMENT — WZsTMONT. TOR OVER 25 YEARS IT SERVED AS-A SAFE
AND SURE LINK TO THE COMMUNITY s:TQATEo CN THE RIM OF THZ HILL
SVERLOOKING. ' JOHNSTOWM. BECAUSE OF ITS CONVENIENCE AND ACCESS
T3 THE HEART OF THE BUSINZISS DISTRICT, [T WAS DIRECTLY RE-
SOPONSIELE FOR WESTMONT BECOMING ONE OF THE NATION!S FIRST
RZSIDEINTIAL SUBURSS. R

"IN 1935 SeTHLEHEM STEEL 'SOLD THE RAILWAY T8 WESTMONT
Socroucs FoR 31. THE RAILWAY MORE THAN LIVED UP 7O ITs ORIG-
!NAL LIFESAVING PURPOSE ON MARCH 17, 1936 WHEN {T CARRIED
OVER 4,000 MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILBREN TQ SAFETY FROM THE FLOCD
WATERS DF THE CONEMAUGH AND STONYCREEX VALLEYS.

As BETTER ROADS WERE BUILT UP THE HILL FOLLOWING WW I,
USZ OF THE RAILWAY DECLINED, AND [T WAS CLOSED BY WESTMONT
a1 JANuARY 31, 1962, T was ﬁEoPaNED. HOWEVER, ON JuLy 1,
L1002 AFTER AN EXTENSIVE RESTORATION PROJECT UNDER THE AUSH[CES
oF THE Camsria CounTy Tourist CouNCir AND THE JOKNSTOWN

CraMser ofF COMMERCE.

[x OVER BO YEARS OF OPERATICN, THE JNCLINED PLaNE Rajt—- -

WAY HAS CARRIED OVER 40 MILLION PASSENGERS AND CQUNTLESS

VIAICLES WITH THE LOSS OF ONLY ONE LIFE DUE TO AN ACCIDENT

L.
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MAJOR BIBLIOGNAPHICAL REFERENCES "

BincLINED PLANE, JOHNSTOWN, PA."™ PAMPHLET PREPARED. BY THE CAMBR1A
: County TourisT CounciL, COURTHOUSE, ERSNSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA.

"Grve~a-Day THE CoMMuNiTY WAy AppRE=ciAaTION D1InNER,™ FROM 4 PROGRAM
PREPARED BY THE TOURIST AND CoNvENTION CoMMITTEE GF GREATER
JounsTown CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, SEPTEMBER 7, 1961.

GEOCGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES ] LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COGRDINA TE
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY e DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF 4 PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE T UCATITUDE ) LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
-] ’ - - . P+ 1) - -
NW @ " Exs®™PoIntd Eas® PoINT:
NE ° f - o o " 40 18 3‘3 73 55 3z
se o . n P n - WEST POINT: WesT Pornte
W 3 . - o . N 40 19 32 75 35 44
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY; Less t"lsn 5 acres
= wn
IST ALL STATES AMD COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE QR COUNTY BAUNDARIES
STATE: . CO0E COUNTY . . I CODE m
' m
STATE: -, CODE | COUNTY: cobE
=
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE |
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STATE: CODE,| COUNTY: cooE -~
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[A3. FORM PREZARZID BY o7 o
NAME AND T.TLE! i
. ;o - Oy
Penvsvivania HiSToRIGC S1TES AND LANDMARKS
OCRGANIZATION DATE —
PeENNSYLVANLA HisTorRiCar anp Muspum. CoMurssign - - b _July, 1972 -
STREET AND NUMBER: ’ T ) ) ’ (]
Sox 1024 =
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CCDE
o
HARRISBUREG PENMSYLYANTA £2

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION - -

t12.°STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION-

Ouneyr of prolaertx notified 10/5/72
As the desipnated State Liaisdn Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Presaervation Act of 19606 (Public Law
B89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

I hereby certify that this property is included in the’

National Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended | Chief, Office of Archeolagy and Historic Proservation
level of significance of this nomination is: oo
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