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This form is for use in nominating or reguesting determinations for individual
oroperties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registraticn Form (Natiocnal Register Bulletin 16A).
Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the
information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and
subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Fcorm 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word
processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name <f Property

historic name Moxham Historic District

cther names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number roughly bounded by Dupont St., Linden Ave., Village St., Park and
Coleman Aves. not for publication N/A

city or town Johnstown vicinity N/A

state PA code PA  county Cambria code 021 zlp code 135902

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986,
as amended, T hereby certify that this X nominatiocn request Ior
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
oropertles in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural

and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the

property x meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I

recormend that this property be consldered significant _ naticnally

StaZE[ij:;ﬁji locally. { __ See continuation sheet for additicnal comments.)
®\ @QAA/U - 12/9/98

Signature of certifying oIficla Date

- PA Historical and Mnseum Commission
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register
Zriteria. | See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the Naticonal Register
{(See continuation sheet).
determined eligible for the
Naticnal Register

(See continuation sheet).
determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National Register

other {explain):

Signature of Keeper Date
of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property {(Check as many boxes as apply)
private

public-local

public-State

public-Federal

T

Category of Property (Check only cne box)
building(s)

district

site

structure

object

[T

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

330 34 buildings
sites
structures
objects

330 34 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register N/A
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Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of
a multiple property listing.) N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Domestic Sub: Single
Domestic Double
Religion Religlous Structure

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Domestic Sub: Single
Domestic Double
Religion Religious Structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Other: Four Square
Bungalow
Colonial Revival
Cueen Anne

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Stone

rooft Synthetics
walls Weatherboard
Brick
cther Wood
Glass

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the
property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Appilicable National Register Criteria {(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the
criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

XXX A Property is asscociated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.
B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.
XXX C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,

period, or method of construction represents the work of a master, or
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important
in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.
____C a birthplace or a grave.
D a cemetery.
_____E a reconstructed building, cobject,or structure.
_____F a commemorative property.
G iess than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the

past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Industry
Architecture

Period of Significance 1870 — 1948
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Significant Dates 1889

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder Myton, Walter R.,
Grodavent Bros.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on
one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
{(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one
or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS5)

___preliminary determination of individual 1listing (36 CFR 67) has Dbeen
requested.

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey ¥

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

I

Primary Location of Additional Data
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

[T

University
XX Other
Name of repository: Johnstown Area Heritage Association
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 3
2 __ i
XX See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a
continuation sheet.)
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on
continuation sheet.)

name/title Jonathan E. Daily, Historic Preservation Manager

organization Johnstown Area Heritage Association date 8/18/98

street & number P.0O. Box 1889 telephone 814-535-1889

city or town Johnstown state PA  zip code 15907-1889
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The Moxham Historlc District, in southern Johnstown, Cambria
County, Pennsylvania, is a neighborhood of architecturally
distinguished homes, former carriage houses and horse barns,
vernacular single and double houses and church buildings
mostly dating from 1890-1930. Also included in the district
are a large wvacant school and a recently renovated multi-
story mixed use building, both built in the early twentieth
century. The district lies on the east side of Stoney
Creek, which defines the northern, southern and western
edges of the neighborhood known as Moxham. The site of the
former iron and steel rolling mill lies to the west, between
the creek and the proposed district. To the east there are
steep wooded ridges. The district is the residential center
of the neighborhood with a few resources pre-dating the 1889
Johnstown Flocd, but most reflecting post-flood development
associated with the founding and growth of the rolling mill.
Resources in the district are of frame and masonry
construction, mostly two and two and one-half stories, and
are laid out in a street grid of approximately 20 square
blocks. Bordering the district to the west are large mill
buildings; to the north Stoney Creek; and to the east and
south wvernacular housing stock with a lower degree of
architectural integrity. Inside the district large homes on
double lots are concentrated in the northwest, modest homes
in the south and east sections and churches in the center
and southwest corner. The Moxham Historic District includes
364 resources, all buildings, 330 contributing and 34 non-
contributing. Contributing buildings include 315 dwellings.
There are 17 former carriage/ horse barns, four adapted intc
dwellings and 13 converted into garages or used for storage.
There are also 21 commercial buildings, 10 churches {one
used as an activity center) and one vacant school.
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Non-contributing resources are comprised of 23 dwellings,
nine commercial buildings and t¢wo <churches. Almost all
resources date from the latter half of the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries.

The topography of the district's west end is flat along the
river. Moving east there is a gradual upward slope, which
becomes quite steep at the eastern edge of the district.
Sam's Run, a small creek enclosed by concrete flood
containment walls, flows east to west just inside the south
boundary of the district. Street blocks, in the shape of
long rectangles, run northeast to southwest. Street blocks
are segmented by a system of narrow intersecting service
alleys. Most of the streets are lined with mature deciduous
trees.

Most dates of construction were estimated, based on the
architectural style or type of building. The estimated
number of pre-1889 Flood buildings, dating from the period
ca. 1870 to 1889, is five. The most rapid expansion periocd
in Moxham's history occurred between 1890 and 1910, when it
is estimated that 239 buildings in the district were
constructed. From 1910 to 1930 an estimated 94 buildings
were built in the district. The number of buildings with
their origins after 1930 is estimated at 26,

The well preserved architecture of residential,
ecclesiastical and commercial buildings is a major feature
of the district. There are intact examples of Second
Empire, Queen Anne, Prairie, Four Square, Bungalow, Tudor
and Dutch Revival style homes. There are two common
vernacular residential styles in the district. First is the
side by side dcuble house, four bays wide, with a front
gable roof and full width porch, built in either brick or
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wood frame. Second is the single family two story house,
usually wood frame, and one bay wide with a front gable roof
and front porch. Ecclesiastical architecture includes
Gothic Revival, Classical and Colonial Revival styles.

Other architecturally distinguished buildings are a turn-of-
the-century school with Ecclesiastical Gothic style features
and a large apartment building with Colonial Revival style
details.

Between 1887 and 1889, Moxham was surveyed and a street
system laid out in a rectangular grid. This original plan
is shown in the 1890 Atlas Map of Cambria County
(attachment). Before the 1889 Flood, several dozen homes
and several businesses were built on Coleman and Park
Avenues, just one block east of Central Avenue and the newly
constructed mill. A stand of mature trees, the size cf four
square blocks, was preserved as a neighborhood park and
named Von Lunen Grove. North of the Grove, managers and
professionals, many employed at the mill, had large
architecturally notable homes built on multiple lots. Blue
collar workers built modest single and double homes south of
the Grove, on single lots. One of the first built north of
the Grove is the ca. 1889 Entwistle residence (Photo 1), at
401 Park Avenue. This Queen Anne style dwelling, built in
brick and cut stone, has several fireplaces, art glass and
original hardwood interior finishes. Ancther is the

ca. 1889 Fenn residence at 437 Coleman Avenue, built in the
second Empire style, displaying a metal shingled mansard
roof, dormers and bay windows. The first working class
dwellings were built in clusters on Park and Coleman
Avenues, south of the present historic district. It is
unclear whether any of these survive. One residence in the
district predates the mill and is representative of
Moxham's agricuitural origin. The ca. 1870 Leouis Von Lunen
farmhouse (Photo 2) is located at 305 Highland Avenue, in
the northeast corner of the district. When Moxham’ s grided



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No.1024-0018
{8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 7 Page 4 Moxham Historic District
Name of property
Cambria County, PA.
County and State

street plan was adopted ca. 1890, the old north-south route
named Von Lunen Road was reoriented and renamed Linden
Avenue. Shortly after, the Von Lunen farmhouse was moved a
short distance to the corner of Linden Avenue and Lunen
Street. This large two and one half-story former farmhouse
has spacious front and rear porches and modest decorative
touches including leaded glass entryway windows and carved
crossbrackefs in the gable ends.

Moxham was built in a relatively fiood-free area, subject to
only minor flooding from Sam's Run and Stoney Creek. The
1889 Johnstown Flood resulted in little physical damage to
properties in Moxham. The Johnscon Company lost records and
materials stored in their previous headquarters in Woodvale,
which was totally destroyed by the flood. Many new property
owners who relcocated and built homes in Moxham, after May
i889, belonged to the thousands of residents made homeless
by the flood.

Between 1889 and 1910 Moxham shared in the City's building
boom, which reflected the continued growth of Johnstown as a
major industrial center. East of the Grove, from Cypress to
Linden Avenues, middle class homes were built. Residents
were within walking distance of Ohio Street, Moxham's major
east-west route. Constructed in great numbers during this
period were modest dwellings in the Four Square style. The
ca. 1900 wood frame example at 405 Highland Avenue has the
Four Square style's trademark hip roof and leaded glass
entry. An example of the single family vernacular house
type house, two and one half stories, one bay wide, with a
front gable roof and porch, is the ca. 1900 Walter Myton
House, 438 Cypress Avenue. Several one and one half story
pre-fabricated "QOklahoma hcuses,™ diverted from the Qklahoma
land rush, were brought to Jchnstown by rail following the
1889 flood. They were puillt in the hundreds throughout
Greater Johnstown as temporary housing. The only intact



